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Have, with a good deal of At- 
tention, and no leſs Indignation, 
peruſed your Performance; and 
think you have been mighty pru- 
dent in concealing your Name: 
To which I imagine you were 

— induced from a Conſciouſneſs of 
the juſt Cenſure you deſerve for the plentiful Abuſe 
you have, without the leaſt Provocation, beſtow'd 
on a WROLIE ORDER of MN without Dsftin10n. 
I muſt take Liberty to obſerve to you, that you 
ſeem to have made an extream unlucky Trip, by 
tumbling all at once into the Character of Author: | 
A 2 | The 


The Province of a mere Holder- forth had certainly 
become you much better; in which Capacity you 
might, with great Security, have diſembogued whole 
Tempeſts of Froth, Folly, and Impertinence, that 
would then have been loſt in the common Sink of 
Scandal and Defamation. But by publiſhing the 
nonſenſical, abuſive, Traſh your impotent Malice 


has raked together, your Scurrility becomes neceſſary 


to be taken Notice of, and refuted. 


Had your Satire indeed been ſo been, as like a 
fine Razor to have wounded without giving Pain, 
and had you at the ſame Time confined your Obſer- 
vations within the Limits of Decency and Good Man- 
ners, how falſe and groundleſs ſoever the Accuſation, 
your Piece might have diverted, before it had de- 
ſcended to CLoacina and Oblivion. But to be 
plagued with a Fellow, whoſe Brains are thicker than 
Tewkſbury Muſtard, (as the Poet expreſſes it) and 
Pit blunter than a Butcher*s Cleaver, is intolerable : 
And therefore a little moderate Correction beſtow'd 
on ſuch a Wretch may be of excellent Service, to 
reſtrain him from expoſing himſelf, and, (as Harry 


Fielding rightly ſpeaks ) from murdering Common- 
Senſe. 


If you think proper to avow the Pamphlet, per- 
haps it may undergo a more nice Diſſection. In the 


mean 


— O_———_——_—_— 


— 


* Or into a Jakes. 


— 


few tranſient Remarks on the general Deſign with 
which this pretended impartial Piece is uſher*d into 
the World : From whence the Reader will eaſily be 
enabled to form a Judgment, whether that Man's 


nean time, I ſhall content myſelf with making 4 


Hand can be impartial, whoſe Heart is in the Bond 


of Iniquity and very Gall of Bitterneſs. 


You introduce your Deſcription of the Behaviour 
of a Mob, who lately inſulted the Methodiſts at Exe- 


ter, with a dull Preface concerning the Birth, Pa- 


rentage, and Education of MARTIN LuTHER, the 
Oppoſition he met with, and the many Difficulties 
he encounter'd in eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant Religi- 
on. This, I ſuppoſe, intended as a Panegyrick on the 
Memory of LuTHEeR ; tho' at the ſame Time you 


. repreſent him as a Man of undetermined and irreſolute 


Principles. But your Picture is vile Daubing, and 
unlike the Original; the Character you aſſign him 
quite inconſiſtent, and if intended for a Compliment, 
upon my Word is a very ſorry one. 


But what Connection has the Hiſtory of MAR- 
TIN LUTHER with an Exeter Mob? Lou might 
as well, and with equal Propriety, have prefix*d the 
Hiſtory of the Life and Exploits of TOM TRHUMB 
the Great, or Jack the Giant-Killer ; or acquainted 
the World with the vaſt Improvements in the Art of 
Phyfick and Farriery, with the ſurprizing and incom- 
parable Cures perform'd on Man and Beat, by thoſe 

ex- 


* . 
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the Silferton Mad-DoQor, and his Apprentices. 


You proceed at length to give us a moving Detail 
of the Sufferings the Methodiſts lately experienced 


from an unruly Mob, which you minutely deſcribe 
with all its ugly, dreadful, and critical Circumſtan- 
ces, And, to ſay the Truth, it certainly was ve- 
ry bad, and what all prudent Perſons condemned to 
the higheſt Degree, and were as much concerned at 
as yourſelf; and I believe would have been very well 
pleas'd to have ſeen the Promoters and Actors in this 
illegal Uproar ſeverely puniſh'd. 


To ſtate the Caſe, however, impartially, and 
without Aggravation, the true Cauſe of this Diſtur- 
bance aroſe from hence. The Methodiſts, who late- 
ly appeared at Exeter, had made Converts (as they 
call them) of many weak, looſe, and wicked Per- 
ſons; and among the reſt had captivated a few 
Women, that were married; who hereupon totally 
neglecting their Domeſtick Duty, aſſociated with the 
Methodiſts, to the great Prejudice of their Huſ- 
bands; who, willing to reclaim their Wives, and 
hearing they were aſſembled together in a Play-Houſe, 
went in a civil Manner, and requeſted them to re- 
turn to the Exerciſe of their proper Duty: But un- 
happily not ſucceeding, a Tumult and Riot enſued, 
in which the zew Converts, together with divers of 
the ſtaunch Brethren, were too ſeverely and indecent- 


ly 


game ep and Tavourite Sous of Apollo S—ex, 15 


29 


ly handled, by an enraged Multitude, which upon 
this Occaſion was ſoon gather*d about en. 


What, if any, Application was made to the Ma- 
GISTRATES of the City, for quelling this Tumult 1 
know not. You indeed have impeach'd their Pub- 
lick Character with great Aſperity of Expreſſion, 
(not forgetting a few Menaces) and roundly charg d 
them, in general, as defective out of Choice in the 
Performance of their Duty. I make no Doubt they 
will think it incumbent on them publickly to refute 
this Charge, ſince nothing can be a more invidious 
Imputation than that the Officers of Juſtice, the 
Conſervators of the Publick Peace, ſhould w:/fully 
forego their Truſt, and encourage Breaches of that 
Tranquility and Order, which they are bound by 
their Office to preſerve and maintain. — However, 
as you have thought fit to point out one particular 
Inſtance of what you think Partiality and Breach of 
Duty, I ſhould, in my Turn, have thought them 
guilty of another, had they omitted puniſhing You, 
as the Law preſcribes, for the repeated Curſes and 
prophane Execrations, with which your impartial 
Account is larded, had you thought fit to have fa- 


voured the World with the Diſcovery of your real 
Name. 


Before I quit this Point, I muſt obſerve, that at 
the Time this grand Uproar happen'd, neither the 
PLAv-Housz, where the Methodiſts were aſſem- 


bled, 


bled, nor the Perſon who was forſooth their Tr a- 
CHER, was LEGALLY LICENSED, conſe- 


quently not within the Meaning of the Protecting 
Clauſe in the At of Toleration. 


As to the Clamour you make about a Clerg: yman 
and a Prieft-Vicar being concern'd as Encourapers, 
as well as Spectators, of this Tumult, when you 
have proved it to be true by ſubſtantial Evidence, 1 
may venture to aſſure you they will both ſtand a fair 
Chance of being ſeverely cenſured, by their Superi- 
or, for going out of their Way, wiTy You, who, 
you confeſs, ſaw with your own Eyes this horrid gloo- 


my Spectacle, without endeavourin g/ it * to pre- 
vent it. 


This Riot, and the 8 the Methodiſts re- 
ceiv'd, you compare to the Uſage St. Paul. and 
certain Diſciples experienced at Epheſus ; and ſhoc- 
kingly urge a Similitude between the Caſe of the 
APOSTLE and that Yagrant CNN ek, who, 
inſtead of working with his own Hands, that he might 
not become burthenſome to the Church, makes a Sort 
of impious Boaſting, that he could never fix himſelf 
to any Buſineſs whereby he might get an honeſt Live- 
lihood, notwithſtanding his having apply'd himſelf 
to Ten different Occupations : — The Spirit of Idle- 
neſs always whiſpering him in the Ear, Thoſe. 
Hands were not made for working. 


The 


The Uſe you make of this vile Compariſon, 
wherein you ignorantiy impute the Uproar at Epheſus 
to the Artifice of the. Heathen Priefts of Diana, 
(whom you faucily ſtyle the CLERGY of Epbeſus) 
and who, as I'm inform'd by a candid Diſſenting 


Miniſter of my Acquaintance, on the contrary, dif- 


ſuaded St. Paul from“ adventuring himſelf into the 
Theatre, is to throw the whole Odium of the Riot 
on the CLerGy of the EsTAaBLISHMENT : And 


from thence you would have your Readers infer, 


That as the CLERGY had been the Contrivers of the 
Riot at Epheſus, according to your falſe Gloſs, in 


like manner the Tumult at Exeter was countenanced 


and carry'd on by the CLerey of the Church of 
England there: Whom: to vilify and abuſe, not only 


as conſtant Promoters of ſuch-like Diſturbances, but 


to repreſent as Men generally diſaffected to the Go- 


vernment, as cruel, avaritious, implacable, as Ene- 
mies to that very Goſpel and thoſe eternal Truths 
they are oblig'd, by their Precept and Example, to 
recommend to others, ſeems to be the chief End of 
your drawing up and r this rancorous and 


abuſive Pamphlet. 
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Adds xix, 31. And certain of the Chief of Ala, bib erg 


bis Friends ſent unto him, deſiring him that he would not adventure 


himſelf into the Theatre. Sic vocabantur-qui ſolemnibus Sacris et 
Ludis, in Honorem DI AN &, præerant. Le Clerc. See Grotius- - 


on the Place, and Caves * and the beſt Commen · 3 
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This Compariſon between the Epheſian and 
Exeter Rioters is indeed a very favourite one 
with you, and you are mighty fond of en lar- 
ging upon it with all the Vit and Malice you 
are able. But Nature, which has plentifully 
ſupply d you with the latter, has been very 
unkind to you with regard to the former; 


Much Malice mingling with a little Nit; 


in Troth a very little. Which Defe& you 
never betray more egregiouſly than on the pre- 
ſent Occaſion. For with regard to the Two 
Things compar'd, except in the ſingle Cir- 
cumſtance of Noiſe, there is not even the moſt 
diſtant Similitude. But let us hear the pretty 
Story which YOU. tell without Book, and 
compare it with the true Account of the Mat- 
ter. 


YOU tell us, Demetrius and the CLERGY 
of the Great Goddeſs DIA N A ſpirited up 
the Mob, who, having receiv'd Inſtructions 
from their Leggſers (Demetrius and the Cler- 
25), made a great Uproar; and cry'd out in 
Favour of Diana's Temple; inſomuch 
that the Magiſtrates of Epheſus ſent the Town- 
Clerk to remonſtrate with the People; who 


by his Reaſons and happy Addreſs prevaa” 


agrees with the Original. 


is recorded, that St. PAUL, during his Stay 


the. Fewwiſh Synagogue; that- ſpecial Miracles. 


on the Rioters to diſperſe. This is YOUR 
Account of the Matter. Let us ſee how it. 


We find, in the Chapter where this Fa&. 
at Epheſus, had ſpoke with great Boldneſs in 


had been wrought by his Hands; and that, 
notwithſtanding all Oppoſition from the Fews,. 
the Word of GOD grew, and mightily pre- 
vailed. This Progreſs of Chriſtianity alarmd 
one Demetrius, an Epheſian Silver-ſmith, whoſe - 


chief Buſineſs was the making of Shrines for 


Diana; which being extremely profitable to 


himſelf and the Craftſmen, (or as we ex- 


preſs it Handicraft- men) Servants in the Na- 
ture of Journeymen imploy'd by him in for- 
ming and perfecting theſe Shrines, he calls 
them together, and acquaiats them, That if 
Paul, who by his Preaching. had already 
drawn much People from them, ſhould con- 
tinue to have the like Suggeſs, the Buſineſs 
from which he and they E 4 ſo much Pro- 
fit and Advantage would be quite at an End, 
neither ſhould he be able to imploy them any 


B 2 longerd 


| Fat the Progreſs of the Apoſtle, he recom- 
mends to them the making a Riot, under the 


of their Goddeſs Drama, whoſe Worſhip, 
they were inſtructed to declare, this New 
Doctrine was intended to ſubvert and deſtroy. 
The Conſequence of this was a very great 
* Uproar in the City, created by Demetrius and 
his Journeymen; which with a good deal of 
) Difficulty and by Dint of Perſuaſion, was at 
length, without any remarkable Miſchief, ap- 
| peaſed by the Town-Clerk. 


| ence plainly appears your virulent Malice 
ö and Stupidity, that you recur to the Neceſſity 
of miſrepreſenting the SCRIPTURE, and 
j forging a falſe Compariſon, for the Pleaſure of 
} throwing Dirt at any Rate on the Clergy. But 
| how, or by what Rule of right Reaſon, or 
f Implication, do you ſo roundly aſſert that the 
| Craftſmen whom Demetrius call'd together, 
with other Workmen of like Occupation, were 
| the CLERGY of Epheſus? If you fail in 
this, what becomes of all the ſimple Ribaldry, 
| of Sound for the Church! The Standard of 
| * Kc. &c. er 


-Y ra, — 


0 Pretence of their Veneration for the Temple 


longer. And, as a probable Method to de- 


By this Time tis quite apparent that even 
Your impartial Self are a Craft's-Man; — not 
indeed in the Senſe in which Demetrius's Men 

are to be underſtood ſo, who, I dare believe, 
were very ingenious Fellows in their Way. 
No, no, Friend; YOU are a Caft s. Man, an- 

glice a 1 Bly Porger of falſe Scripture and Lies. | 
Surely you muſt entertain a very mean Opi- 
nion of your Readers, to ſuppoſe them ſo ig- 
norant of the SCRIPTURES, as to be lia- 
ble to be impos'd 1 by f uch partial Repre- 
ſentations. 


Where likewiſe do you find that the Magi 
ſtrates of Epheſus 8 ENT the Town-Clerk to 
appeaſe the Riot? A Circumſtance which you 
coin yourſelf, to have an Opportunity of re- 
flecting on the Magiſtrates of Exeter. The 
Sacred Author tells us of no ſuch Thing. It 
was a voluntary Action in the Town-Clerk ; 
for which, undoubtedly he was greatly to be 
commended; tho' it no where appears he was 
abſolutely ſent. On the contrary, the Me- 
thodiſt Teachers in Defiance of the Laws of 
4 T the Land, had been quietly permitted to 
123 preach their offenſive Nottſence, tho they o- 
1 penly advanced Principles, held by them ef- 
ſential to Salvation, not only repugnant to the 
Goſpel 


Goſpel © of = HAIST, and the expreſs Doc- | 
trine of his AposTEES, but, if reduced to 


Practice, injurious to SOCIETY, and de- 
ſfuRtive of all MORALITY and VIR- 


TUE.. 


In this Inſtance, therefore, the Exonian 


diſcovered greater Regard to the PUBLICK 


WELFARE than the Epheſian Mob; the 
former only aſſembling to diſcountenance dan- 


gerous. Falſbood, and pernicious ERRORS, 


whilſt the latter aim'd at nothing leſs than 


ſuppreſſing TRUTH, of the moſt important 


qu to the Happineſs of Mankind. 


So that the Occaſs on and Deſign of theſe 
Two Mobs, inſtead of being a Parallel, are 
diametrically oppoſite ; and the Compariſon 
therefore ill- founded. | 


And here I muſt bar being underſtood as if 
I meant the Judgment of a Mob was in any 
Shape to be rely'd on (except, you'll ſay, in 
the Affair of an Election). I move it only to 


ſhew the Weakneſs and Folly of the Compari- , 


the late Riot committed by the W o o L- 
SMUGLERS in a certain Town of Kent, or 


Suſſex | 


ſon. You might as well have compar'd it to 


? 


Suſſex, who attackd the poor harmleſs Sol- 
diers that were beating up for Voluntiers on a 
Market-day. Nay, there had been a greater 
Agreement of Circumſtahces: For there was 
a Drum in both Caſes. Or you might as na- 
turally have done it to the Meekneſs and Sim- 
plicity of a certain Neighbour and Coadjutor of 
yours, who, to ſhew his Humility, and ex- 
treme Averſion to all external Pomp and Gran- 
deur, has built a gaudy Houſe (an exact Pic- 
ture of himſelf turn'd inſide- out) fram'd on 
the Model of this once famous Temple of 
D1aNAay; where indeed may be ſeen an out- 
ward Form and Appearance of GRAN DEUR; 
—— But how great would be a Stranger's Sur- 
prize, ſhould his Curiolity lead him to inquire 
for the aukward Pagod within!) and who, 
farther to evince his utter Averſion to all Pride, 
uſeleſs Forms, and Diſtinctions, has modeſtly 
adorn'd his Leathern Conveniency with a gor- 
geous CORONET, and a blaſon'd Coat of 
Arms, tho? conſcious of having a Right to 
thoſe only appendant to his Body natural. 


But to be ſerious. — Your Malice, Friend, 
whoever you are, whether Q K R or IN- 
DEPENDANT, or ſomething compounded of 
the worſt Ingredients of BOTH, will I dare 

believe, 
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"believe, be very Tneffetual. The e CH 


OF ENGLAND. has undergone many ſevere 
Tryals of this and other Kinds; but, like 


Silver purify'd in the Fire, the how return d 


doubly beautiful from the F urhace of Affli· 
tion. Tho' ſhe has ſometimes been unhap- 


pily intangled in the Toils and Snares of he 3 


Enemies, her native Innocence and Purity has 


ever diſengag'd her, All the Engins, all the 


Batteries, open and maſqued, which have been 
rais'd againſt her Bulwarks, as well by PA- 


PISTS on one Side, as Men of your Stamp 


oh the other, have recoil'd on the Proje@ors, 


and prov'd abortive. Neither will ſhe be 


much damag'd, I trow, by ſuch a ſinple Pot- 


gun as your Spleen and Malice have diſchar- 


ged againſt her. 
And really, conſidering you acknowledge, 


that ALL the NosBiLIiTY and GENTRY 


are Members of this Church, and that every 


Family of NoTE in the Kingdom is bound to 
ſupport it, (from. whence one may haturally 
conclude you are a Perſon of no Conſequence) 


you have, in my Opinion, difcover'd an un- 
. Degree of Aſſurance in ſo openly 
endeavouring to vilify and zraduce. it. 
As 


7 mA, 


O AIT T UST 


"As Tam af entre Ta . 
Perſecution on Religious Accounts, 83825 
Experience ſhews, rather widens than heals 
ſuch unhappy Diviſions): ; andas I think the 
Benefit of the ToLERATION ACT ſhould 
extend in its utmoſt Latitude to Diſſenters of 
all Denominations, — ſuch, I mean, as are 
of a truly ſcrupulous Conſcience, — I muſt 
think it quite unfortunate that ſuch an Up- 
roar as that complain'd of ſhould have hap- 
pened. But to throw the Odium of the Tranſ- 
action, as you do, by Inuendo and Implication, | 
on the CLERGY in GENERAL, unleſs you 
can prove the Fact — (Which you are defy'd, | 
with al your Malice, to do) — is ſcandalous | 
and injurious to the laſt Degree. | 


You ought therefore immediately to retra& | 
your Error, and be ſorry for the unjuſt Slan- 
der you have diſpers'd : Which you will not 
fail of doing, as the only Satisfaction in your 
Power to make, if your Forehead be not made 
of Braſs, and your Face ſet like a Flint. 


I agree, with you, that PERSECUTI- 
ON is the ready Way to make any Party 
conſiderable, however ridiculous, in their Prin- 

C ciples · 


— = — 


j at And 12 Fear, or, perhaps, ker 5 | 


the Hope of this is the Reaſon of your repre- 

ſenting the Merbodifls under Oppreſſion from 1 
the Members of the Church of England. But 8 
you are pleaſed, in your Miſreprefentation of 

the Matter, to take that for granted which is 

the Thing in Diſpute, and wants to be prov'd.' 


The Church of England diſavovs all ſuch 
violent Practices. And the Conduct of a 
MOB, whether they breath the Spirit of 

Forty One or that of Fourteen, will be eſteem'd 

f by all Perſons of Candour an unfair Method 

of interpreting the Principles: of the Honeſt 

Part of the Nation in General, or of the 

Church of England in Particular. 


I You muſt have taken no ſmall Pains in col- 

lecting your Catalogue of Riots; and it ſeems 
you have ſtudied that Part of the Law which 

concerns them with more Exactneſs than the 

Goſpel. But the Satisfaction of being abuſive, 

0 and charging the CLERGY: with being the 

| Contrivers of them all, I dare believe, over- 

paid your Trouble. Befgdes, otherwiſe you 
would have wanted an Opportunity of decla- 

| ring that Prieſts are all Tyrants and Perſecutors 


alike, 


ö 
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alike, and that all the unhappy Diviſions, HN 
ſacres, and Perſecutions, which have happen d 
ever ſince Chriſtianity appear'd, are all owing 
to PRIEST S, who have often ſet the World 
ina Flame, to ſatisfy their own Pride, Ambi- 
tion, and Covetonſne(ſs, whilſt they were ſe⸗ 
conding the Views of deſigning STAT E $ 
MEN and Cour T1ERSs among the Laity. | 
Avery pretty Evidence, nicely ſumm'd up, up. 
on my Word! But Half a Grain of Trath is off 
more Conſequence than a whole Beadroll of 
ſuch falſe artful Invectives. 


But whilſt you were enumerating Riots, 
how came you to forget the CHURCHES 
that were almoſt demoliſh'd, and the numbers 
leſs Riots committed, about the Year FORT 
ONE? Or, as you are fo intimately acquain 
ted with the Q-k—s, and their Hiſtory, ti 
paſs by that extraordinary one of the model 
Jamwts NAiros, who publickly travers) 
the Streets of Briſtol, with a Mob of Sainte g 
his Heels, declaring Himſelf F ESUS CHRIS 

in Perſon, and had artificially made Marks 
repreſent the Weunds our Bleſſed Saviour r 
ceived at his Crucifixion. For which Impe 
ture, the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature ordet 
C2 


ö his Tongue to be perforated with a hot Iron, 
and his Forehead to be branded, as a deteſta- . 
ble Blaſphemer, and Seducer of the People, 
Which, perhaps, ſuch as you call Szffering for 
' Righteou/neſs ſake, — as you make no Scru- 
ple to advance Lies, and falſify the rer, 
I Hiſtory 


'Y; 

| | But I wave theſe Reflections. For, in- 
deed, to what Purpoſe are ſuch Facts at this 
I] Diſtance of Time reviv'd, but to keep the o 
[| Breach open, which had been long ago heald 
[ve by His late and preſent Majeſty's gentle Ad- 
| | miniſtration, were it not for ſuch Iacendiaries 
@ you to foment, upon all Occaſions, and un- 
der falſe Pretences, our Diviſions both in 

| Church and State. 


W s 4. 15graldh p * 
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| Prithee, Friend, — ſuppoſing the Riots 
mplain'd of were committed, What is to 
he, and Ten Thouſand others of my Years, 
hat was done before I was born, who diſlike 
eh Practices as much as thyſelf? And what 
hou can't never prove was done by a Church 
ob; that is, in thy Senſe, by a Mob hired 
y the Clergy for ſuch a wicked Purpoſe ; or 
lie by any Mob which Conform'd both 1 in 
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Principle and Practice to the Doctrine of the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


' Your next Cenſure falls on the Pk ESB U 
TERIAN MINIST ERS, for having war. 
ned their People againſt hearkening to the De- 
liſſons of theſe Mot hodiſts: In which, no 
Doubt, they acted very prudently. Your | 
chief Quarrel, however, with the Preshyteri- 
ans (if indeed you have any Quarrel with 
them) is, probably, becauſe they agree too well 
in Eſſentials with the Eftabliſod Church, and 
withhold themſelves from her Communion 
from Objections to Forms only. The Church 
of England is very far from conſidering her- 
ſelf in a State of War with them on theſe Ac- 
counts; but looks upon them as Brethren by 
the ſame Father, it not by the ſame Mother. 
as we ſay; and would be glad if the Alliance 
were more cloſely contracted. So far is ſhe 
from keeping them at a Diſtance, that ſhe re- 
joices exceedingly when any who have ſepara. 
ted from Scruples of Conſcience happily con- 
quer their Prejudices, and return into her Bo- 
ſome. And as for ſuch as canner, ſhe is deſi- 
rous they may receive the full Benefit of that 
Indulgence which has been granted them, and 
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wich (as the * Whole Legiſlature was of her 
ommunion when that Act was paſs'd) SHE 


may very properly be ſaid to have PROC U- 
RE D for them. 


That PREsBYTERIANS in POWER are 
greater Tyrants than CHuxchuEN you ſtrive 
to prove, not from a Declaration of what You 
would do, were You a Presbyterian in Power, 
but from a Recital of the Perſecution the Qu a 
KERS underwent from the Presbyterians in 
New-England. With Reſpect to which Affair, 
I am inform'd, the Presbyterians have already 
juſtify'd Themſelves, by declaring the abſolute 
Neceſſity they were under, at that Time, of 
puniſhing thoſe zew-fargled Saints: Their 
Behaviour being ſo offenſive to Goad Manners, 
and their publick Declamations ſo blaſphemous, 


that nothing leſs than Severity could reſtrain 
them. 


Some of the more Enlighten'd of theſe han; 
ble modeſt Men, diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 
* are ſaid to have travers'd the Publick 


Streets, 


—_ 


* V. B. The Toleration Act was paſs d before the U- 
nion with Scotland: 


my Places of Worſhip, in a mo? indecent Man- 
And when they were expoſtulated” with 
as to the L:decency of ſuch Behaviour, the con. 
ſtant Anſwer was, That they belong'd to a 
Family or Love, and the Naked Truth was 
always belt, and chat True Religion needed no 
COVER. 


And as for others, who were not ſo outragi- 
ouſly immodeſt, probably rhe Presbyterians diſ- 
cover d, that a Bob Cravet, a huge Beaver, an 
affected Rndeneſs of Speech, and all the Cant 
of the LIGHT WITHIN, were only 
ſo many DISG UISES, and that by Prin- 
ciple they really were, at the Bottom, what 
GroxGe KeiTn, upon Diſcovery, declared, a 
Set of arrant dowiright Deiſis: And therefore 


Streets, and ſometimes to have come into Pub. 


they had ſuch an Averſion for them as Men na- 


turally have for Cheats and Impoſtors. 


You make yourſelf mighty merry, and would 
have been witty, if it had been your Talent, 
with the Term HEX ETICK; which you call a 
nonſenſical fooliſh Word, that in different Coun- 
tries, and differently apply*d, makes Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, nay TU R XS. to each other all 
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de with your good Maſter Hoszzs, (Who 
had been as arch upon the Term before you) 
the ſeveral Sectaries of the Heathen Philoſo. 
phers, the Followers of PLATO, ArisTOTLE, 
and the reſt ; who might as properly have been 
brought into the Number of Hereticks, by a 
Chriſtian Writer, as the poor Turks them- 
ſelves. — 


But the Ingenious Mr. Locx would have 
told you, That a Turk is not, nor can be, ei- 
ther a Heretick or Schiſmatick to a Chriſtian; 
and if any Man falls from the Chriſtian Faith 
to Mohamediſm, he does not thereby become a 
Heretick or Schiſmatick, but an Apoſtate and 
Infidel. This nobody doubts of. And by 

this i it appears that Men of different Religi- 

ons cannot be Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, 
to one another. Lou muſt have been a very 
Conjurer in Reaſon as well as Religion, to 
have preferr'd Hozzxs's Notions before this 
Gentleman's, had you ever ſeen what he has 
offer d upon this Term, in his Letters of Tele- 
ration. 


But if, after all, the Word is nouſenſ cal ſo 
muſt the Perſon be who applys it. Now, St. 


PaAur 


wonder you had not ad. 


it in a bad Senſe. He tells us, that Hereticks 
are to be admoniſh'd, and afterwards rejected: 

That there mul be Hereſies, — (And, if ſo 
there muf? be Hereticks, you will allow, I 


hope)— that ſuch as are perfeſt may be made 
manifet. 


In plain Engliſh, a Heretick is one, who, 
with ſome of your Qualities, adheres to a falſe 
Opinion, with reſpe& to ſome Eſſentials of the 

Chriſtian Doctrine, and is too ſtubborn, and 


too ſelf-u;Jicient, to — . and 
amend his Errors, 


You ſeem, ſomewhere, I think, to be appre- 
henſive of being abus'd vpon Account of your 
Zeal in behalf of the Publick. A Suſpicion 

which can only ariſe from the known Guile 8 
your own bad Mind! But in my Opinion, 
You yourſelf have made that impoſſible; ſince 
nothing can be deem'd, by the Thinking Part 
of Mankind, either aha ve or ſevere, which is 
Writ as an Anſwer to a Pamphlet abounding 
in every Page with uncommon Evidences of 
Partiality, Malice, and Scurrilzty. 
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theſe Tec (ar — as 2 are eh were 
writ for your own Private Amuſement. 
A mighty pretty Amuſement indeed] and Time 
excellently well beſtow'd! What a lovely Pics. 
ture have you drawn of Tourſelf ! And what 
an amiable Creature you appear to be, thus to 
make Scandal and. Falſbocd your frivate A- 
muſement ! Surely ſuch a malignant Diſpoſition 
is a vaſt Recommendation of your Self and 


Performance to the good-natur'd and candid 
Reader. 


At length you begin (as the mean Writer 
is not without his Vanity) to imagine with 
Yourſ:lf, that the World will be inquiſitive to 
know who. zou are. To which Purpoſe you 
give a negative Deictiption of yourſelf, by tel. 
ling us who you are not. Nobody faſpetts you 
to be a Montber of the Church of England; — 
tho, perhaps, you may have CON FOR- 
MED upon OC CASIO N. And, Ithink, 
tis pretty plain you are no Prechjterias; 


tho you may ſometimes go to Meeting with 
your Relations, You aſſure us you are no Me. 
thodiſt: And we believe ic by your Way of 
Writing, wherein there is almolt as little * 

| "HY 


a8 


Pablick Peace at Heart. — Wh 
_ you ſo openly attempted to diſiarb it? 


122 And Conerence aS H ofle of 
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Ser mons, who ſometimes, like the Creature 
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which carryd BAL AAM, opens bis Month in 


the Aſſembly of your Friends, to rebuke the 


Madneſs of the People, till ſome KIND 
RELATION pulls him by the Sleeve, as 
who ſhould fay, I eannot hear you bray = £ 


longer. 


You wind up all by decking you are at- 


tached to 0 Party: The contrary of which 
appears in every Page of your Performance: 


— That you have the Preſervation of the 


y then have 


Lou affirm that you adhere to no Principle 


Every one who :#mpartially. ſurveys your Paper 
muſt think and believe. otherwiſe. _In Mat- 
ters of Policy, you add, you have the Conſſi- 
tation, the Laws of the Land, and the Hiffory 
of England, for your Guide. And who, good 


Sir, has not ſich Advantages as well as Your | 
felt, and is not glad that they are „fill in — 


notwithſtanding the Efforts of your Spleen and 
Vanity to deſtroy and confound them. 
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repugnant to Truth, Reaſon, and Scripture. 
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ned 'by e 22 3 and the Bible. As to 4% 
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former, a ſmaller Proportion of that than fa 


to the Share of moſt modeſt Men would have 
prevented you from publiſhing ſuch a virulent 
Pamphlet. And as to the latter, — had you 
read the New Teſtament with HalF that Care 
and Attention which you recommend to the. 
CLERGY of our Eſtabliſh'd Church, you 
might have found it teaching you a quite diffe- 


rent Spirit than that which you breath through- 
out your whole Piece. 


By this Time, you, in gour Turn, may be 
as deſirous of knowing who I myſelf am. 
To which all the Anſwer J ſhall give, at pre- 
ſent, is, That when you ſhall think fit to creep 
out of the Dark, and ows your Book, I ſhall 
immediately give the Publick any Satisfaction 
that ſhall be thought neceſſary: And in the 
mean Time (which I believe will be no ſhort 
one) ſhall ſatisfy you ſo far as to aſſure you, 
that IJ am no more a Presbyterian (tho I give 


their Mi xis TERs fairer Quarter) than yourſelf; 


— that I am no Quaker, tho? a profeſs'd Friend 


to my Fellow Chriſtians of ALL DEN O- 
'- MINATIONS;—thatT am no RioTER 


or 
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, you ay "You are 0 ver. * 
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or Vagrant METHopisT. But am a mere 

|,  LAYMAN, anda ſincere Member of the Church 
of England as by Law Eſtabliſh' d:. And a 
Regard only for the Characters of the I N- 
TUR*'D CLERGY, (who are too meek 

and humble to anfwer you according to your 

Folly) not any Party Teal, has provok'd me to 

this Treatment of you, as I look upon you no 

more than as a common Prize-fighter and Gla- 


diator, Who has learn'd his Manners at Bear- 
Garden. | 


tet IM 
* 


